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Getting to Mahers Hill 
N

at
u

re
 T

ra
il 

N
o

te
s 

 

Highlights: Exhilarating walk with sweeping views of Lake 

Hume to the north. On a clear day the Australian Alps can 

be seen to the south and east.  

Take Care:  

 Carry drinking water and a map as there are no way-

finding signs as yet. 

 It is not recommended to visit during high fire risk 

days and total fire ban days in summer.   START 

Start/park: 

Lees Lane, off 

Mahers Road, 

Bonegilla 

Start/park:  

Ludlows Reserve, off 

the Murray Valley 

Highway, Bonegilla 

Mahers 

Road 
Murray 

Valley 

Hwy 

Lees 

Lane 
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Mahers Hill Nature Trails Map  
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Things to look out for... 
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Kestrel - One of the smallest 

falcons, you will notice the    

Nankeen kestrel Falco 

cenchroides for it's distinctive 

technique of hovering over 

grasslands or perching in an      

exposed position, and dropping 

onto it's prey.  

Kites - The spectacular views and loft 

of Mahers Hill make it the perfect 

landscape for birds of prey like the 

Black-shouldered kite Elanus axillaris. 

This is the light coloured raptor often 

seen hovering near roadsides, hunting 

for small prey like rodents or grass-

hoppers. You may be lucky enough to 

see a spectacular courtship ritual 

where the female takes prey from the 

males claws in mid-flight. 

Eagles  - You may see Wedge-tailed 

and White bellied sea eagles here,       

soaring on the warm updrafts searching 

for prey or perching in dead trees. They 

nest in trees (pictured) as high in the 

landscape as possible to ensure the best 

overview of their territory.  

Goshawks  - The Brown Goshawk 

Accipiter fasciatus is common to this 

area. Although they are most        

commonly spotted on the wing, their 

preferred hunting method is actually 

to hide, motionless and concealed in 

foliage, then burst upon unsuspecting 

small birds entering the tree. 

Falcon  - the powerful         

Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus 

specialises in hunting other birds 

using a high speed dive or 

’stoop’. It can stoop at speeds of 

up to 300 km per hour. 

Owls  - You may be fortunate enough 

to see, or hear, a regional treasure 

here. The Barking Owl Ninox conniven 

is threatened in Victoria, with few 

breeding pairs left due to land clearing 

and the associated loss of food sources 

and nesting sites. The call of these 

hawk owls is a dog-like bark, or      

sometimes a blood curdling shriek. 

Photo: Wampy CCA3 

Photo: Vicki Nunn CC 

Photo:  Aviceda CCA3 

Photo:  Glen Fergus CCA2.5 

Photo:  Aviceda CCA3 
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Mahers Hill Scenic Circuit 
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Grade: medium 

Distance: 8.5 km 

Time: 3 hours 

Gradient: steep and undulating 

Surface: rail trail and fire trails 

Birds of Prey looking out: At the time of writing, there were 

no official names or signposts for Mahers Hill fire trails.  As an 

ideal location to be looking out across country, we encourage 

visitors to imagine the lens through which these resilient birds of 

prey see this important Box Gum Woodland landscape. 

Start/Finish/park: near the toilet block / BBQ area at Ludlows 

Reserve, off the Murray Valley Highway, Bonegilla. 

This description is based on a popular Mahers Hill Walk run by 

Bonegilla Rail Trail Advisory Group. 

Head south along the gravel High Country Rail Trail for 1.2km.  

At a small sign and gap in the farm fence, take care crossing the 

busy Murray Valley Highway to a chicane gate and treed corridor 

that gently climbs up towards the eastern face of Mahers Hill.  

Take your time climbing steeply along a series of fire trails to 

the spectacular ridge line and summit of Mahers Hill.   

Stay on the fire trail on the eastern (right) side of the ridge.  

Not long after the surveyor marker at the summit, turn right to 

a fire trail dropping steeply east overlooking Lake Hume.  At a 

fork, turn left and continue descending to the flat base of Ma-

hers Hill.   Return along the treed corridor and rail trail. 

Start of walk/run 

 

Return walk/run 



27 

Mahers Hill Challenging Circuit 
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 Grade: Hard 

Distance: 14 km 

Time: 5 hours 

Gradient: Steep and undulating 

Surface: Fire trails 

Start/Finish/park: near the pedestrian gate on Lees Lane. 

This description is based on the Mahers Hill Trail Run course set 

by Rodney Allan, which was part of the original Albury Wodonga 

Military Area Trail Running Series. 

Head east along Lees Lane through another pedestrian gate at 

400m as the track turns right and left up a small rise where 

there are exhilarating views of Lake Hume, the dam wall and 

Bethanga Bridge. The fire trail climbs towards the eastern 

boundary of the reserve along the northern side of the Mahers 

Hill ridge line.   

At the eastern boundary the course turns right along a well de-

fined track heading southwest. Turn right and commences two 

loops in an anticlockwise direction in the southeast corner of the 

park.  Head  west along a fire trail that then turns to the north 

and commences a long climb to the top of Mahers Hill. From 

here admire the views before descending to the carpark.  

Start of walk/run 

 

Return walk/run 

this section 

run twice 


