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Autumn on Castle Creek Nature Trails 
Sometimes the bursting spring wildflowers can divert 

our attention from other more subtle things in the 

bush. Autumn it is a great chance to hunt out the not-

so-obvious.  

By autumn the flowers have been pollinated and we 

can see the fruits (seed containers) on some plants. 

Look for fruits of the Burgan, Sticky Everlasting and 

eucalypts.  

Weeping Grass stalks are weeping under the weight of 

the last of their seeds, and it looks like everything is 

closing down for winter. However we can already see 

that the plants are getting ready for spring - see the 

large buds of Grey Box with their flowers starting to 

burst out.  

Wattle flowers are forming already – tiny now but growing every day. 

Likewise, you will find the leaves of winter-flowering orchids emerging, 

almost impossible to identify at this stage of their cycle, but exciting 

nevertheless to see their emergence from beneath the soil and anticipate 

those very special flowers. 

Look closely and you will find 

evidence of insects bedding 

down for winter. Grass-

carrying Wasps lay their eggs 

in holes in trees and stuff the 

holes with grass they have 

picked and carried to cover 

the entrance.  

Case moths build a caravan of 

sticks to protect the larvae as 

they pupate - this takes a 

real ‘I-spy’ even when close 

as they look like they are a 

part of the tree trunk.  

Evidence of the Grass-carrying  wasp 

Scorpionfly Chorista australis 

Spectacular Rustgill Gymnopilus junonius 
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Features of this reserve 
Nest Boxes  

Parrots, kingfishers, possums, gliders, 

bats and others rely on tree hollows for 

shelter and raising young. Unfortunate-

ly, most of the large old trees from this 

reserve have been lost to firewood col-

lectors and, as hollows can take at least 

100 years to form, many remaining 

trees are too young. Nest boxes can provide interim homes for 

threatened species including the Squirrel glider and Tuan. There 

are a number of nestboxes here. 

Rare seasonal migrants 

Regent Honeyeaters and Swift 

Parrots are seasonal migrants to 

this reserve, feeding on autumn/

winter flowering White Box and 

planted Mugga Ironbark.  

Regents will also feed from 

flowering native shrubs like 

cultivar Grevilleas in home 

gardens.   

Mistletoe provides nectar for birds 

and insects, food for gliders and 

possums and is an essential part of 

this ecosystem. The nectar and fruit 

provide a vital food for the  

threatened Painted Honeyeater and 

common Mistletoe Bird. Mistletoe in 

this reserve is in balance and does 

not threaten tree survival.   
Grey Mistletoe (Amyema quandang) 

Tussocky native 

grasses like kangaroo 

grass (pictured), wallaby 

grass, poa, spear grass, 

which leave spaces for 

wildflowers to come and go 

throughout the year. 

Regent Honeyeater  
Image: C Tzaros 

Larger local 

residents such as this 

Swamp wallaby. There 

are several large mobs of 

Kangaroos in the 

reserve, while Echidna 

and Lace monitors are 

also regularly spotted. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.frogid.net.au/
https://www.experiencethewild.com.au/?p=Birding-Info-Tips


Grade: Medium 

Distance: 4km 

Time: 60 minutes 

Gradient: Gentle slopes 

Surface: Single track 

Parking: 1.Castle Creek Road 

2.Elliott Lane 

Prepare:   Wear closed footwear  

bring a waterbottle   

be sunsmart 

Be Aware:  Snakes active in 

spring/summer 
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